Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£15 million; or

+ where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25 000
or less but that:

« are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
» have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller autherity in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governanca and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
» Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
» Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gress income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must retumn to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

+ the Annual Govemnance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

+ a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

= an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
+ notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Unless requested, do not send any additional decuments to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Retum Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

« Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yel unaudited,

« Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

+ Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Naot later than 30 September 2026 authoritios must publish:

+ Notice of conclusion of audit

- Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
panles that you also pubﬁsh me Annual lntemal Audll Ropon. page 3.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

« The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found In the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

« Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authonty and property initalied.

+ The authority should receive and note the Annual Intermal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts,

+ Use the checklist provided below 1o review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

+ The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order, consider, approve and sign the accounts,

« The RFQ is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

« You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

« Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation fo be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-lerm investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able 1o agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statemaents (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
B. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' Guide*,

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

« Additional costs may be incurred If additional audit work is required.

+ Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection {this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

+ The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

All sactions Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional mformation requested, including the dates set for the period

for the exercise of public rights, been providad for the external auditor?
Internal Audit Report | Haveall highlighted baxes been completed by e internal suditor and explanations provided?;
Saction 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no’. has an explanation been published?
Saction 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before

presentation lo the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed

by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant vanations been published where required?
Has the bank reconciliation &s at 31 March 2026 been reconclled to Box 87
Has an explanation of any difference betwaen Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have al disclosures baen made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Heath Hayes and Wimblebury Parish Council

www hhandw-pc.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's intarmal suditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, camred out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant proceduras and
controls in operation and cbtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings In the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table, Set
out below are the objectives of intermal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, In all
significant respects, the control abjectives were baeing achleved throughoul the financial year to a standard adequale
to meet the needs of this authority,

Internal control objective

AMpmpmhmMmmhmbunmdywmmmefmn&Iyea

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by swokces, sl
expenditure was approved and VAT was approprately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving lts objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arangemants to manags thase,

D. The precapt of rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress agairst
the budget was regularly monitored; and reservas ware appeopriate.

E. Expected incoma was fully received, based on carract pricas, propedy recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was approgriately accounted for,

F. Cash payments were propery suppartad by receipts, all cash expendiure was approved and v
VAT appropristely accaunted for,

G. Salariss to employees and alawances to membars were pad in sccordance with this authority's
appeovals, and PAYE and NI requiremands wera propery applied.

H. Assel and investments registans were complete and acourate and proparly maintained.

L. Periodic bank acoount reconciations were property camed aut during the year,

J. Accounting statements preperad during he year weee prepared on the cormact accounting basis (receipls
and payments or neeme-and-cepeadiue), agread 1o the cash boak, supported by an adaquate audit
trall from underlying records and where appropnate deblors and credtars ware propery recarded,

K. If the autherity certified itself s exempl from a limited assurance raview In 2024/25, It met tha
exemption criteria and comectly dectared #self exempt. (¥ the authamty had a lmied asswance v
roview of its 2024/25 AGAR tick "not covarad")

L. The authority publshed the required informaton on a websitedwebpaga up to date at the time of the
Intemal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation,

M. In the year covernd by this AGAR, the suthority comectly provided for a period for the exerciss of
public rights 85 required by tha Accounts and Audit Requlations (during the 202526 AGAR penind, v
ware pubtie rights in rafalion to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a nofice on the websile and/or
authanily appvoved minutes confirming the dates set).

SENESES

SN ] ix

N. The authority has compliad with the publication requirements for 2024125 AGAR v
{see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Nofas).

0. The authority has compiied with laws, reguiations & proper practices relaling to digtal and data T v
complance.

—
P. (For local councils only)
Trust funds {including charitable) ~ The council met its responsiblities as a tustes. v

For any other risk areas identiied by this suthority adaquate controls existed (18t any other risk areas on separale sheets if reedad),

Davto{s) imomal audit undertaken Namea of parsan who camad out the intemad sucs
10/10/2025 15/04/2026 Kim Squires
Signature of persan who 15/04/2026

carried out the internal audit

s 0
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

Heath Hayes & Wimblebury Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that!

1. Ve have pul in place sersngements for effective fnandal

Prapaved s accounting statements in accordance

practices during M6 year under review.

managsmeant during tha year, and for he preparation of v with the Accounts and Audit Reguatons.
the accounting statoments.

2. We maintained an acequata system of inlamad control mode propar avrangamants and acoepied responsthily
induding el o pe 1 ana detect fraud J for safeguarting the pubiic money and rescurces in
and comuption and reviewead s efectivensss, s charge

3. We have assured oursaives that there are no maliers Nas only done what it has the gal powear fo do and has
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, compied with Propar Practices in doing so.
regulstions and Proper Pracsces hal coud have a o
sgnificant firandal effect an the sbility of this
authory to conduct Its business or manage &5
finances.

4. We provided praper opporturity during the year for during Me year gave aV persons (nferasied the cpportunity fo
the exsrciss of elaciors’ fights in accordance with the v inspect and ask guestions abaw! this authonly's SCoUs.
requirements of the Accourts and Aucit Reguatons.

5. We camed out an assessment of the reks facing this considerad and documendsd the financial and other risks if
autharity & 100k approgetate staps to manage these v faces sodf desll with hem propany.
ks, inchading the rtroduction of imemal controls andior
extomal insurance cover where required.

6. Wa maintainad throughout the year an adequste and armanged Lv 8 compefent parsan, indapendert of the financial
effactive systom of infemal sudit of the sccounting v conrods and procedures, 1o give an abjactive wew on nfiedher
records and contral syssenms. internad canrovs maef the noods of this smaller suthoridy

7. W took appropnate action on all matiers rased v rasponded 1o mafers deougiy 10 Ks affention by infarma’ and
In raports from inemal and exlermal sudt exiarne sy

8. We considenad whathar any itgaton, labiities o dsciosad overything ¥ should fave adoud #5 business actty
COMMItMants, events o rarsactions, coumming either duxing the year alAng events faking ploce affey the yuar
dunng or afier the year-end, have & fnancial impact on v et X rolavant.
this authority and, where spprogeiate, have induded them
N the sctountng shatements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including nasnwnv_ofnmomm.nabwy
charitable. In our capacity os the sole managing covporate. @ is & sole managing vustee of a locel
trustos wo discharged our accountability frust or busts
responsibitios for the fund(s)/assets, Including
financlal reporting and, i required, indapendent v
sxamination or audit.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT j has made sudable scrangements far ity T and data
and data management in sccordance with proper v managemen’ and Nas campled with proper prachoes in

doing 20

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.
This Annual Govemanca Siatement was apgroved at 8 Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was gven
13/05/2026 O%m A Q (/\Q
and recorded as minute reference! Chair
05/26/34.2 ik (@%wrrem
www.hhandw-pc.gov.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Heath Hayes & Wimblebury Parish Council

DAY
mustag

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves st the begiining of the year
farvard 102,531 135,563 | ss racorded in the financial records. Valus must agree

fo Box 7 of previous year.

2, (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount af precep! (or far [DBS rates and levies)
Levias 116,127 120,772/ rocoived or receivabie in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Toda! income or recaipls as recorded in the cashbook less

2,433 12,811/ the precapt or rstesfevies recaived (fine 2). Include any

4. () Staff costs Tolal expendiure or payments made o end on behall

of all employeas. nclude (ross salsvias and wages,
44,530 58'845 employars N contnbutions, employers pesnsion
contrbutions, grafullies and sevevance payments.

5. (+} Loan interest/capital Total expendilure or payments of capital and inferest
mepayments 0 0| made during the year an tha authorily’s borrowings (if any)

6. () All othér payments Tota! axpendiure or payments a& recorded in the cash-

40,998 75,855 book kess staff costs (line 4) and loan interestcapital
rapayments (line 5),

7. (=) Balancas carried Tofal balances and reserves at the and of the ysar
forward 135,563 134,446/ must equal (19243 - (4+5+6)

[ 8. Total value of cash and The sum of a¥ curmant and deposit bank SCCounts, cash
SNOr tarm invesimants 135,563 134 446! holdings and short term investmants held as at 31 March -
| To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the proparty the autharky owns = & is made
long term investments 27,161 34,154 up of b its fixed assets and lang term investments as at
and assets 31 Maveh, |

10. Total borrowings The oulstanding capital balance as at 31 March of sl losns

0 0| from third partias (including PWLE).

For Local Councils Only

11 Do the figures in the
accounting  statements  above
exclude any trust transactions?

For guidance refer to tha Practiioners' Guide sections 2.31 10 2.33.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountabllity
Retum have baen prepared on aither a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountabdity for Smaller Authorities —a
Practiioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and prasent fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval,

Lodsrmenn

Dsts 15/04/2026

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

13/05/2026

as recorded in minute reference

05/26/34.3 s

Signed by Chair of the
Statements wer

ing where the Accounting
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Heath Hayes and Wimblebury Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authonty

Owrresponsiblity 35 auditors o complete a limited assurance review s set out by the Nabonal Audit Office (MAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it doss not consiiute an audit camed out in accordance with Intemabonal
Standards on Auditing (UK & refand} and hence it does not provide the same level of assuance that such an audit would.
The UK Govemment has determined that a lower kevel of assurance than that provided by a full statufory audit is appropnate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with MAQ Auditor Guidance Mote 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the MAD on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is avalable from the MAD website —

httpsfwwnw. nao . org.uk'code-audit-practice/gudance-and-information-for-auditors! .

This authosnty is responsible for enswring that its financial management is adequate and effectve and that it has

a sound system of internal controd. The authorty prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Refurn in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2028 and

= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

[n3sis of our resiew of Seclions 1 and 2 of Mie Annual Govemance and Accountability Refum, In mﬂlh’lﬂl&lﬁmﬂm In Sechons 1
Proper ard no IMaTEs Nave COme bo our

On the
and 2 of e Annual Govemance and Actouniabilty Retum |5 In accormiance with
atenton ghing caUsE for Concam that reisvant Iegisiaton and raguisiony requirements hiaws not been met

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify'do not certify” that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabiity Retumn, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountabdity Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2028

["F9 G0 Mok CErTy GO DeCase

Mot appilzabla

Extemnal Auditor Mame
Forvis Mazars LLP, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 10DF

External Audior Signature Forviyg Magary LLP Date 24 August 2026
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